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A century and a half. 
Of courage, perseverance, and resilience. 

From its founding vision in Smyrna to its flourishing

presence in Greece today, ACG has endured hardship, 

adapted to change, and emerged stronger—always

guided by its mission to serve through education. 

A century and a half. 
Of purpose and inspiration. 

Rooted in the timeless motto “Non ministrari sed ministrare”

—not to be served, but to serve—ACG has stood as a beacon

of learning, shaping leaders who go on to shape the world.

Its influence extends beyond the classroom, enriching

society through knowledge, service, and innovation.

A century and a half. 
Of growth, innovation, and pioneering spirit. 

Through bold initiatives and forward-thinking leadership,

ACG has expanded opportunities for students, embracing

progress while staying true to its values. Its story is one 

of constant renewal and transformative impact.

Today, ACG continues to empower generations,

looking ahead with confidence, ready to write

the next chapter of excellence. 

A century and a half. 
Of leadership and vision. 

From its bold founders to its current leaders, ACG has been

shaped by those who dared to see beyond their time.

Their vision continues to inspire a future where education

transforms lives, knowledge sparks progress, and leadership serves

the greater good. As we celebrate this milestone, we honor

their legacy—and embrace the journey ahead with hope,

purpose, and resolve. 

A CENTURY AND A HALF
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
AND SOCIAL IMPACT 



MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY
OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF GREECE 

1875

1927

1923

193103 04

The College
is founded
in Smyrna,
Asia Minor, 
as the American 
Collegiate 
Institute by
Congregational
women missionaries
from Massachusetts.
Its mission was
to educate girls
of Greek,
Armenian, Jewish 
and Turkish
backgrounds
who were
routinely
denied access
to formal 
education at
that time. 

1981

Deree College
is accredited
by NEASC
(now NECHE),
becoming the
first overseas
American
institution
of higher 
education
to be accredited 
by a US
accreditation 
organization. 

2024

Launch
of the AUG
Global Campus
offering innovative
online programs
that blend
American
academic
excellence
with Greek
intellectual
tradition. 

The College
offers post-secondary
education courses
for the first time.  

1965

The College
relocates from
its Hellenikon
campus to
the Aghia Paraskevi 
campus. 

2018
ACG launches
the ACG150
Futureproof
Greece Strategic Plan.

1993
Official
Inauguration
of the Downtown
Campus in the
center of Athens. 

2011
Deree enters
a degree
validation
agreement 
with the
Open University
of the United
Kingdom. 

1936
The College
is renamed
Orlinda Childs
Pierce College.  

1973
The undergraduate
division is named
Deree College
in honor of
William S. Deree. 

ACG serves
as the
high-performance 
training center
of the
United States 
Olympic 
Committee
during 
the Athens
2004 Olympic
Games. 

2004
ACG offers
its first 
graduate 
programs 

Following
the Asia Minor
catastrophe of 1922,
the College relocates
to Athens, Greece
at the invitation
of Prime Minister
Eleftherios Venizelos.

George Papandreou,
then minister
of education
and later
prime minister
of Greece grants
the College
the formal
status of
a Greek
private
high school. 

1961

Final governing
authority is 
granted to
an independent 
Board of Trustees. 
The Greek
government
recognizes Pierce 
as equivalent
to a six-year 
Greek public 
national high 
school. 

2008

ACG launches
the Institute
of Diplomacy
and Global Affairs
and inaugurates
its new
Art Gallery. 1969

The first
bachelor's
degrees
are awarded. 

1979

Pierce College
and Deree College
become divisions
of a new entity, 
The American College
of Greece. 

2003
2012

The School
of Continuing
and Professional
Studies
is established. 

The American
College of Greece
forms a strategic 
alliance with
Alba Graduate
Business School,
which offers
all business 
graduate education
at ACG. 

1984

Pierce College
becomes
co-educational.  2022

Pierce Pre-K,
Kindergarten
and Elementary
School officially
launch at the
new East Campus
in Spata, marking
a new chapter
in innovative
early education. 

Deree
launches the 
Parallel Studies
Program 
for Greek
university 
students. 

ACG acquires
the ACG Simulated
Trading Room,
the largest in
an academic
institution
in SE Europe. 
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BOARD

OF

TRUSTEES

General Counsel, Corporate Secretary, Chief Government Relations Officer & Chief

Administrative Officer, The Chef’s Warehouse; Adjunct Professor of Law,

Washington College of Law, American University 

ALEX ALDOUS | SECRETARY TO THE BOARD; CHAIR, GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 

Managing Director, Vios Advisors at Rockefeller Capital Management 
MICHAEL BAPIS  

Partner, Global Chairman of Corporate, Linklaters, LLP; Adjunct Professor,

University of Pennsylvania Law School 

GEORGE CASEY | CHAIR, AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Managing Partner, Methuselah Advisors 

JOHN CHACHAS | VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD; CHAIR,
ADVANCEMENT & PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Chief Legal Officer, Maritime Partners, LLC 
GREG CHASE 

Founder and President of MacArthur Capital Group 
ANTONY CONTOMICHALOS 
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Deputy CEO, Dalio Family Office 
ALMA DEMETROPOLIS | CHAIR, FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Most recently served as President, Teachers College, Columbia University 
SUSAN FUHRMAN | CHAIR, HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Chief Operating Officer, Coca-Cola HBC AG 
NAYA KALOGERAKI 

Founding Partner, Magnet Athens 
EFFIE KARAKITSOU 

Senior Wealth Advisor, Calamos Wealth Management 
PARIS KARASSO 

Litigation Partner, Kirkland & Ellis; Adjunct Professor,

Northwestern University School of Law 

HARIKLIA KARIS 

President, Europe Operating Unit, The Coca-Cola Company 
NIKOS KOUMETTIS | VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Institutional Investor (retired) and President, Cynthia Hurley Fine Wines 

ANGELO MANIOUDAKIS | VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD;
CHAIR, INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 

Regents Researcher for the state of Georgia; Executive Director,

Center for Advanced Communications Policy and Principal Research Scientist, 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

HELENA MITCHELL 

Assistant Head of School & Head of Middle School, Riverdale Country School 
MILTON SIPP 

Most recently served as Director of the Foreign Service Institute

and as Chief Learning Officer for the Department of State

and the federal foreign affairs community 

DANIEL B. SMITH | CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Co-Leader, Egon Zehnder’s partnership with Mobius Executive Leadership as well as

its global Accelerated Integration practice; Advisor, Board assembly and effectiveness, 

CEO succession and transitions, and assessment and development of leaders 

and organizations 

LENA TRIANTOGIANNIS 

President & CEO, Council on Competitiveness; President,

Global Federation of Competitiveness Councils 

DEBORAH WINCE-SMITH | VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

President, The American College of Greece 
EDWARD C. WINGENBACH | EX OFFICIO NON-VOTING MEMBER 
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PRESIDENT
EDWARD C. WINGENBACH 

Edward Wingenbach became the eighth president of The American College

of Greece in 2025, bringing more than 30 years of experience leading institutions 

of higher education that combine academic innovation with social responsibility. 

Before joining ACG, he was president of Hampshire College in Massachusetts,

a pioneering liberal arts institution and member of the renowned Five Colleges 

Consortium with Amherst, Mount Holyoke, Smith, and the University of 

Massachusetts. At Hampshire, he oversaw a period of renewal: student 

enrollment rose dramatically, fundraising reached record levels, and the 

College adopted a bold new curriculum focused on student and faculty 

addressing the world’s pressing challenges. Under his leadership, Hampshire 

also became one of the only higher education campuses in the world to 

achieve full carbon neutrality. 

Earlier in his career, Dr. Wingenbach served in senior 

leadership roles at Ripon College in Wisconsin

and the University of Redlands in California,

where he advanced academic programs, financial 

sustainability, and international partnerships. 

A scholar of democratic theory, he is the author

of Institutionalizing Agonistic Democracy

and has published widely in political science

and philosophy. 

He earned his undergraduate degree from Lake 

Forest College and his doctorate from the University 

of Notre Dame. He now lives in Athens with his 

spouse, Susan Rice, and their son Thelan, and is 

honored to join the ACG community during its

150th anniversary year. 
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EVENT

PROGRAM

20:30 Marching Band Entrance
Academic Processional

21:45 Closing performance

22:00 The Recessional
Cocktail Reception

20:40 Welcome Act
Global highlights 1875-2025  

Welcome by Pierce students

20:50 Main Act*
*Special appearance: Katia Dandoulaki

A journey through 150 years

of history of The American

College of Greece

Alma mater by Pierce Choir

21:20
Inauguration
of President
Edward C. Wingenbach

Investiture and Inaugural Address  

Statement on behalf

of the Board of Trustees

and the Presidential Search Committee

(Lena Triantogiannis) 

Administration of Oath of Office

(Alexander Aldous) 

Presentation of Academic Apparel

and President’s Medallion

(Board of Trustees Members;

Dr.  David G. Horner) 

Inaugural Address

(Dr. Edward C. Wingenbach) 



ORDER

OF

PROCESSION
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CEREMONIAL MARSHALL | DELEGATES OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCHOOLS

AND ASSOCIATIONS | MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES | CEREMONY PARTICIPANTS

& PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF GREECE 

Alex Aldous 
Secretary to The American College of Greece Board of Trustees; Chair, Governance Committee 

Edward C. Wingenbach 
President, The American College of Greece 

David G. Horner 
President Emeritus, The American College of Greece 

Lena Triantogiannis  
ACG Board of Trustees Member; Presidential Search Committee Member 

Susan Rice  
Presidential Spouse 

CEREMONY PARTICIPANTS 
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Paraskevi Papadopoulou 
Professor, Head, Department of Science and Mathematics & Director,

Biomedical Sciences Program 

1. Harvard University, 1636, Dr. Deborah Jewell-Sherman, Alumna and Professor Emerita 

2. Princeton University, 1746, Ms. Ismini Inglessis,  Alumna 

3. Columbia University, 1754, Dr. Tobias Myers, Alumnus 

4. Rutgers – The State University of New Jersey, 1766, Dr. Eleni Patra, Alumna 

5. University of Michigan, 1817, Dr. Konstantinos Axarloglou, Alumnus 

6. New York University, 1831, Dr. Eleni Drakaki, Alumna 

7. Wheaton College, 1834, Dr. Elita Pastra-Landis, Faculty   

8. Boston University, 1839, Ms. Claudia Carydis, Alumna 

9. Framingham State University, 1839, Mr. Panagiotis Tilelis, Alumnus 

10. College of the Holy Cross, 1843, Ms. Alexandra Berardelli, Alumna 

11. Tufts University, 1852, Ms. Karen Basil Mavrides, Trustee Emerita 

12. Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1861, Dr. Georgios Kokosalakis, Alumnus 

13. University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 1863, Ms. Kelly Morra, Alumna 

14. Cornell University, 1865, Dr. Ioannis Vetsikas, Alumnus 

15. Towson University, 1866, Dr. Spyros Protopsaltis, Alumnus  

16. Temple University, 1884, Dr. Lilian Pelios, Alumna 

17. Stanford University, 1885, Dr. David Horner, Alumnus 

18. The Catholic University of America, 1887, Dr. Nikiforos Laopodis, Alumnus 

19. University of Reading, 1892, Dr. Nikolaos Lampas, Alumnus 

20. Northeastern University, 1898, Dr. Panayiotis-Peter Contis, Alumnus 

21. Imperial College London, 1907, Dr. Vassilios Lazarou, Alumnus 

22. Agricultural University of Athens, 1920, Dr. Spyridon Kintzios, Rector 

23. University of Patras, 1964, Dr. Dionissios Mantzavinos, Vice Rector 

24. Case Western Reserve University, 1967, Dr. Charalampos Mainemelis, Alumnus 

25. University of Stirling, 1967, Dr. Anna Constantatos, Alumna 

26. The Open University, 1969, Ms. Catherine Bland, Head - Validation Partnerships and Operations 

27. The Open University, 1969, Ms. Robyn Corcoran, Director Partnerships, Vocational Qualifications and Quality 

28. University of Thessaly, 1984, Dr. Charalambos Billinis, Rector 

29. American University of Central Asia, 1993, Dr. Chynarkul Ryskulova, VP Academic Affairs 

30. Effat University, 1999, Dr. Haifa Reda Jamal Al-Lail, President 

DELEGATES

Greg Chase 
Antony Contomichalos 
Naya Kalogeraki 
Nikos Koumettis 
Angelo Manioudakis 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MARSHALL  



ACADEMIC
ATTIRE
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Late in the 19th century, American Colleges and universities revived

the traditional practices of medieval academic attire. Since that time 

some standardization in designing academic regalia has been accepted. 

The bachelor's gown has arm-length sleeves and is always closed in front.

The master's gown has pointed sleeves that are slit at the elbows. 

The doctor’s gown has wide lapels of velvet, in either black or the color

of the scholar’s specialization. The sleeves of the doctoral gown are full 

and bell-shaped, with three velvet chevrons in either black or colored like 

the lapels. Gowns are usually black, although some universities have designed 

their own bearing the color of the institution. The hood, which drapes over

the back of the gown, carries the greatest symbolism of all the components 

of the academic costume. Its length, width, color of trim and color or colors 

of the lining denote the wearer's highest academic achievement. 

The color or the hood's border indicates the scholar's major field of study; 

the lining color or colors identifies the institution that conferred the degree. 

The traditional cap is a mortarboard, although the tam and the Elizabethan

are seen on some of the faculty. The tassel is often black, although

it is frequently gold for the doctorate.  

At the start of the inauguration ceremony, President Edward C. Wingenbach 

will be wearing the doctoral regalia of University of Notre Dame, his alma 

mater. He will don the presidential regalia of The American College of Greece 

following the administration of the oath of office. 
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The mace has been used by colleges and universities

as a traditional symbol of authority since the 17th 

century, when the custom was established at Oxford 

and Cambridge universities in England. Traditionally, 

the mace bearer precedes the president of an institution 

and the platform party upon entering and departing 

from a ceremony. As the inauguration of President 

Edward C. Wingenbach is an academic gathering, the 

honor of bearing the mace of The American College 

of Greece is offered to a senior faculty member. 

THE MACE

In the Middle Ages, medallions made of gold, 

silver or bronze became an element or civil

and academic ceremonial garb, symbolizing high 

office. The American College of Greece medallion 

is an Ilias Lalaounis creation designed for the 

inauguration of President David G. Horner. The 

circular oxidated silver medallion bears the name 

or The American College of Greece’s founding 

(1875) and the two cities in which it has operated: 

Smyrna (1875-1922) and Athens (1923-present). 

In the center of the medallion is the open book 

with the Greek letters A and Ω on its opposing 

pages, symbolizing the breadth of knowledge 

offered at ACG as well as the College’s deep 

roots in Greece and the Hellenic civilization. 

Underneath the open book is ACG's motto—the 

biblical “Non ministrari sed ministrare,” meaning 

"Not to he served but to serve”—which was 

chosen by ACG's founders and reflects the 

College's continuing mission.

THE PRESIDENTIAL
MEDALLION 



ACG COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR THE ARTISTIC PERFORMANCE 

LYDA ANDRIANOU, LYCEUM STUDENT

PARASKEVAS ATHANASOPOULOS, DEREE STUDENT

CHRISTINA ATHANASOPOULOU, ACG ADMINISTRATOR

ANDREAS CHRISTOPOULOS, LYCEUM STUDENT

GIANNIS KOSMAS, LYCEUM TEACHER

AGGELOS MAVRIDIS, LYCEUM STUDENT 

FIVOS KOSTAKIS, KINDERGARTEN STUDENT

FILIPPOS MIZITHRAKIS, GYMNASIUM STUDENT

AIKATERINI MOUROUKA, DEREE STUDENT 

MARINA PREZANI, DEREE STUDENT

MARINA POTHITOU, GYMNASIUM TEACHER, PC ‘95

ANNIE STRATIKI, DEREE STUDENT

ELENA TABOUREA, GYMNASIUM STUDENT 

IOANNA TSIMPLAKI, DEREE STUDENT

IOANNA TABOUREA, GYMNASIUM STUDENT 

MYRTO FRAGOULOPOULOU, DEREE STUDENT 

IRIS GREKOU, IB STUDENT

GIOULA GIANNAKOPOULOU, LYCEUM TEACHER

CHRISTINA KAMPANELLOU, KINDERGARTEN DIRECTOR

13

SPECIAL

THANKS



SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE

INAUGURATION COMMITTEE

KATIA DANDOULAKI, PIERCE ALUMNA (1965), ACTOR AND PRODUCER

SCRIPT AND ARTISTIC DIRECTION

SCRIPT AND ARTISTIC DIRECTION     YANNOS TSATALIS

CREATIVE DESIGN     ALEXIOS TSIRONIS

CREATIVE PRODUCTION SUPERVISION     NASSIA NTINOPOULOU, DC '22

MUSIC DIRECTION      NASSOS SOPILIS, DC ‘96

ΕVENTS PRODUCTION COMPANY     360 EVENT
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THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF GREECE WISHES TO THANK UNISON
FACILITY & HUMAN SOLUTIONS FOR ITS GENEROUS 

OLIVE TREE DONATION 

VICKI BIBA, CHIEF OF STAFF, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CLAUDIA CARYDIS, VICE PRESIDENT, PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ELIZABETH CAMELO, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT & THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

GEORGIA DASSYRA, ASSISTANT MANAGER, EVENTS

ALISON TOWNLEY, VICE PRESIDENT, ADVANCEMENT 

PANOS VLACHOPOULOS, VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

KATERINA GRIVA, DIRECTOR, STUDENT AFFAIRS

ILIANA LAZANA, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, ADMINISTRATION AND PIERCE

MARINOS KLOURAS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION

MICHALIS ORONTIS, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, OPERATIONS



The American College of Greece

6 Gravias Street

153 42 Aghia Paraskevi

t:+30 210 600 9800

www.acg.edu


